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Assuming that each working dependent works on 60 days in a
year at li annas per day/ their total contribution to the family
chest would be Rs. 19-11. Thus the income of an average
family would be Rs. 49-11 or Rs. 50 approximately.

In East Bengal incomes are somewhat higher. Assuming
that the principal earner is able to find work for about 90 days
at 5 annas per day during the working season and for 60 days
at 2i annas per day during the off season his annual income
will be Rs. 37-4. If each working dependent works for 60 days
in the year, their combined earnings would amount to Rs. 26-4.
Thus, in this part of the province, the annual income of an
average family would come to about Rs. 64. This figure re-
presents more or less the upper limit to the income of a depres-
sed class labourer family of the province.

These estimates show that the average daily income of
a typical depressed class family of Bengal may be between
2 as. 3 ps. and 2 as. 10 ps. Coarse varieties of rice often sell at
about 16 seers to the rupee. We may, therefore, say that a
typical family gets on an average 2i to 2f seers of rice per day.
In many cases the quantity available will be well below the
upper limit. Though wages are somewhat high in East Bengal,
unemployment is considerable and for some months labourers
have to live on sweet potatoes to the exclusion of rice.1
The amount of food-stuffs that a family has at its disposal is
obviously insufficient. The problem of the inadequacy of
their incomes will be examined in greater detail in another
chapter.

Economic Conditions

It is clear from the above account that the present condi-
tion of these people, though slightly better than in Bihar, is far
from satisfactory. Official records appear to support this con-
clusion. Enquiries made regarding the material condition of
the agricultural classes of Bakarganj during the course of settle-
ment operations of 1900-1908 revealed that one-fifth of the
population was in struggling circumstances. And this one-fifth
of the population included outcastes and gypsies. Writing in
the District Gazetteer, in 1918, Mr Jack appears to endorse the

1 R. K. Mukerjee,in Land Revenue Commission Report, Vol. VI,, p. 570.